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It s h all be th e duty 
of every citizen of 

India -

to develop th e 
scientific tem per, 
h um anism  and th e 
spirit of inqu iry and 

reform

(Article 51A (h ) Part IVA -
Fundem ental Dutie s , 
Constitution of India)
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Argum ent from  Arrogance
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dasas
dasas Sh astipurth i

“Com ple te s  60 
ye ars  w ith out th e  h e lp of any supe r natural 
pow e rs ”

Sas h tipurth y

Sh astipoorth i
“dasa”

Sas h tipurth y!
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Th e Print M edia

‘Gre at!’ Robbie  ye lle d. ‘Wonde rful, 
brilliant. Sudde nly a ne w  th e ory, one  
th at h as  ne ve r be e n m e ntione d be fore . 
One  w ith  absolutely no re lation to th e  
truth . Le t th e  lying be gin! W e  h ave  a 
W e b s ite , Koffe e , and m y s ide k ick  
Carlos  h e re  is  going to k e e p a tally of 
th e  lie s . Lie s  from  th e  tw o of you, from  
th e  gove rnor, th e  courts , m ay be  e ve n 
de ar Judge  Vivian Grale , if w e  can 
find h e r. You h ave  lie d for nine  ye ars  
in orde r to k ill an innoce nt m an, and 
now  th at w e  k now  th e  truth , now  th at 
your lie s  w ill be  e xpos e d, you ins ist on 
doing pre cis e ly w h at you h ave  alw ays  
done . Lie ! You m ak e  m e  w ant to puk e , 
Koffe e .’

Th e  Confe s s ion



M ak arajyoth i vs. M ak aravilak k u 

Ligh ts out: Noth ing ‘divine’ about it

Th e  so-calle d ce le stial M ak aravilak k u 
ligh t in Sabarim ala th at e vok e s  aw e  in 
de vote e s  is  cre ate d by officials, w h o 
burn load of cam ph or s e cre tly at th e  
Ponnam balam e du adjace nt to th e  h ill 
s h rine  and w ave  w e t sack s  ove r it to 
ge ne rate  a tw ink ling e ffe ct.

Officials, prie sts , and e ve n de vote e s  
in th e  k now  pre fe r th at th is  
‘h oodw ink ing’ is  not publis h e d am ong 
lak h s  of illite rate  de vote e s  from  
Ke rala as  w e ll as  oth e r state s  s uch  as  
Andh ra Prade s h , Karnatak a and 
Tam il Nadu.

Th e  h yste ric re action of crow ds  to 
M ak aravilak k u w as  one  of th e  re asons  
for th e  stam pe de  th at occurre d on 
Friday k illing 102 pe rsons  and th e  
one  in 19 9 9  th at k ill 50 pe rsons .



Role of Travancore  Devasw om  
Board

“… th e  te rm  M ak arajyoth i is  in us e d 
only for le s  th an about 40 ye ars  in th e  
1000-ye ar h istory and le ge nds  of th e  
Sabarim ala te m ple … .

“Th e  Pandalam  Palace  doe s  not give  
im portance  to M ak arajyoth i, coine d 
re ce ntly to s e rve  ve ste d inte re sts . For 
h is  ow n re asons , th e  Tantri re fe rs  to 
th e  star as  M ak arajyoth i. Th e re  can 
e ve n be  a h idde n age nda to de cre as e  
th e  im portance  and sanctity of 
de e paradh ana of Lord Ayyapa, w ith  
th e  H oly Ornam e nts  brough  from  
Pandalam . Th e  te rm  M ak aravilak k u is  
ancie nt. But it doe s  not carry its  
original m e aning now . It is  
unfortunate  th at e ve n th e  Tantri h as  
not care d to find out th e  truth  in th e  
controve rs y. Actually, by 
M ak aravilak k u is  m e ant th e  fe stival 
on th e  day of  m ak arasam k ram am  
including th e  proce s s ion from  
M alik appuram  to Path ine ttam padi 
w ith  caparisone d e le ph ant and oth e r 
paraph e rnalia. Note  th at in m any 
te m ple s  in K e rala, th e  fe stival days  
are  k now n as  vilak k u… .W h ile  facts  
stand th us , re gularizing, stre ngth e ning 
and publicizing th e  once -in-m any 
ye ars  vis ible  ligh t and e le vating th e  
sam e  as  M ak aravilak k u, ignoring th e  
original M ak aravilak k u can be  part of 
th e  h idde n age nda.”   

“th e  ligh t s igh te d at 
Ponnam balam e du w as  m an-m ade , but 
adde d th at th e  Board (TDB) its e lf h ad 
no role  in cre ating it. According to 
h im , it is  be lie ve d th at in th e  olde n 
days , fore st-dw e lle rs  in and around 
Ponnam balam e du us e d to ce le brate  
th e  M ak aravilak k u fe stival at th e  
h illtop. Th e  ligh ting of th e  lam p at 
Ponnam balam e du on M ak aravilak k u 
day h as  be com e  an annual affair e ve n 
afte r th e  fore st-dw e lle rs  vacating th e  
place  in late r ye ars , h e  adde d”

“M ak arajyoth i h as  a h istory of ne arly 
45 ye ars . Th e  ligh ting of th e  
M ak arajyoth i h ad originally be e n 
done  by a fe w  fam ilie s  of th e  
M alayara tribe . Office rs  attach e d to 
th e  K e rala State  Ele ctricity Board 
continue d th e  practice  w h e n th e  fore st-
dw e lle rs  w e re  e victe d in conne ction 
w ith  th e  Sabarigiri H ydro-e le ctric 
Proje ct. Th e  TDB and th e  Police  
de partm e nt took  ove r th e  duty w h e n 
th e  KSEB official too le ft th e  place  at 
a late r tim e . 

“Th e  De vasw om  Exe cutive  Engine e r 
at Pam pa h as  be e n in ch arge  of



O rigin of M ak arajyoth i

ligh ting th e  M ak arajyoth i. Th e  
e xpe ns e s  for th is  h ave  ne ve r be e n 
de bite d as  De vasw om  e xpe nditure .

“W h e n as k e d w h y th is  ‘fraud’ w as  
be ing pe rpe trate d, th e  office rs  said 
th at th e  ‘Jyoth i’ w as  a s ignal to 
dispe rs e  th e  crow d gath e re d at th e  
Sannidh anam  and if th e  Jyoth i doe s  
not e m e rge  as  e xpe cte d, th e  pilgrim s  
w ould be  re stive . Th e  office rs  w e re  
trying to m ak e  a ne ce s s ity out of a 
blatant fals e h ood.

“W h e n it daw ne d on m e  th at th e  TDB 
w ill ne ve r h ave  th e  w ill to abandon th e  
practice , I sugge ste d th at th e  Board 
s h ould at le ast m ak e  it le gitim ate  by 
incorporating it as  a De vasw om  
ritual, for w h ich  e xpe nditure  could be  
de bite d in th e  D e vasw om  accounts  
and in cours e  of tim e  de clare  
‘M ak arajyoth i’ as  a De vasw om  ritual. 
M y sugge stion fe ll on de af ye ars  and I 
le ft it at th at late r”  

“M ak arajyoth i, and 
Ponnam balam e du w h ich  is  
cons ide re d as  th e  original bas e  of 
Sabarim ala Te m ple , are  re alitie s  and 
part of a strong re ligious  be lie f. It w as  
th e  TDB th at h ad constructe d a 
ce m e nt platform  at Ponnam balam e du, 
w h e re  th e  ancie nt Ayyappa s h rine  of 
th e  fore st-dw e lle rs  stood, a fe w  ye ars  
ago on th e  bas is  of th e  pre scriptions  
at an astrological consultation 
(de vaprasnam ) h e ld at Sabarim ala 

“th e  ligh ting of th e  M ak arajyoth i at 
Ponnam balam e du is  be lie ve d to h ave  
be e n part of a re ligious  ce re m ony of 
th e  fore st-dw e lle rs  in th e  olde n days . 
Th e  tribal pe ople  in th e  are a w e re  
force d to re s e ttle  on th e  fore st fringe s  
late r. Ponnam balm e du is  th e  original 
bas e  (M oolasth anam ) of th e  
Sabarim ala Ayyappa Te m ple  and 
h e nce  pe rform ing de e paradh ana th e re  
s h ould not be  m ade  a controve rs y” .



Th reat to Periyar Tiger R e se rve

“Th e  inform ation w e  h ave  is  th at 
be fore  th e  officials of KSEB and 
Pam pa Irrigation Proje ct arrive d at 
Ponnam balam e du, th e  tribal pe ople  
be longing to Katar and M alayar 
tribe s  us e d to live  th e re . To prote ct 
th e m  from  th e  e xtre m e  cold of 
De ce m be r-January w inte r as  w e ll as  
to cook  food, th e y m igh t h ave  lit fire  in 
th e  e ve nings . Th e  de vote e s  vis iting 
Sabarim ala during M ak aravilak k u 
s e ason m igh t h ave  tak e n it as  a ‘divine  
ligh t’ and starte d w ors h ipping it as  
M ak arajyoth i. Th e y m igh t not h ave  
obs e rve d w h e th e r th is  ligh t w as  th e re  
be fore  and th e  day afte r 
M ak arasank ranti. W h e n th e  Pam pa 
irrigation proje ct w as  im ple m e nte d 
th e  tribal pe ople  le ft th e  h ills . Th e  
De vasw om  auth oritie s , w h o w ante d to 
us e  it to de fraud th e  pilgrim s , 
h ow e ve r, h ave  m ade  a pe rm ane nt 
arrange m e nt to ligh t th is  ‘divine  ligh t’ 
on th e  day of M ak arasam k ranti”
Yuk tivich aram

M ak arajyoth is  Enna 
Th attippu
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“a vast e xpans e  of biodive rs ity-rich  
s h ola fore sts , w h e re  th e re  is  
abundance  of m oisture . Expe rts  say 
‘s h olas’ are  “Tropical M ontane  
Fore sts’ inte rspe rs e d w ith  rolling 
gras slands  in m ountain tracts  1500 
m e te rs  above  m e an s e a le vel and are  
th e  continuation of th e  w e st coast 
tropical w e t e ve rgre e n fore sts . Sh ola 
fore sts  h ave  h igh  e cological 
s ignificance  in prote cting th e  h e ad 
w ate rs  of rive rs . Th e y h ave  th e  
capability of h olding up w ate r 
re ce ive d by pre cipitation lik e  a 
sponge , pre ve nting rapid runoff. 

Wonderful, brilliant. Suddenly a new  
th eory, one th at h as  never be en 
m entioned before . One w ith  

absolutely no relation to th e truth . 
Let th e lying begin! W e h ave a 
 num ber of w ebs ite s , blogs and 

e zine s , and w e are going to k e ep a 
tally of th e lie s . Lie s  from  th e 
Devasw om  Board, th e tem ple 
auth oritie s , th e  m inisters  and 
politicians ... You h ave lied for 

decade s  and defrauded and k illed 
innocent people, and now  th at w e 
k now  th e truth , now  th at your lie s  
w ill be expos ed, you ins ist on doing 

precis ely w h at you h ave alw ays done . 
Lie! You m ak e m e w ant to pu k e .

Love, not h ope, is w h at h elps us live. Truth , not 
faith , is w h at sets us fre e .

Andre  Com pte -Sponville 
Th e Book  of Ath e ist Spirituality (2007
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com panion Ph ilosoph er Guide : Th e 
Buddh a' 







Our Com panion, Ph ilosoph er, 
Guide : Th e Buddh a

Narayan Desai 
(Translated by M s Sum an O ak )
Lok vangm ay Grih a, M um bai (2007)
R s 70 ; pp 71

Prabh ak ar Nanaw aty
Th ough t &  Action

Em ail:   pk n.ans@ gm ail.com
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Sam ir Am in 
Eurocentrism  (2008)





Th e  Fine  Art of Balone y De te ction

Th e  De m onh aunte d World: 
Scie nce  as  a Candle  in th e  Dark






